
 
“Hospitality: Come and see!”. This is the motto under 

which we are celebrating the Hospitaller Vocation Year in 

the Order. The General Curia’s Commission on Vocations 

Promotion/Pastoral Care and Formation offered a range 

of proposals to help the Brothers and Co-workers to live 

the vocation of mercy and compassion in the manner of 

Saint John of God with a greater vigour and enthusiasm. 

The Provinces of the Order are organising a number of 

initiatives which we believe you will find interesting. This 

is the first newsletter, in which we have collected some 

of them reported to us by the regional officials. 

We hope that these events, and the ones you have plan-

ned, will help us to continue questioning ourselves and 

our vocation as ‘sowers of Hospitality’, and that the wit-

ness of our lives will encourage and attract many young 

people to join in this project, and make the motto pro-

posed for this Vocation Year, “Hospitality: Come and 

see!”, a reality. 

  Message of the Superior General 

Our Superior General, Brother Jesús Etayo, 

launched a creative message for the Hospi-

taller Vocation Year. The General Curia pro-

duced a video to animate all the members of the Hos-

pitaller Family to conduct a discernment of our voca-

tion in order to foster Hospitality. 

The video is made for the Brothers, Co-workers and 

young men wishing to live and experience the charism 

of Hospitality in their lives, by the side of the poor and 

the sick.  

   Motto: "Hospitality: Come and see" 

We have chosen the motto “Hospitality: 

Come and see!” to acquaint the world with 

the Hospitaller Vocation Year. This is an 

invitation to all those who wish to share our lives, on 

behalf of those who need it most today. 

The poster symboli-

ses this invitation to 

join our Hospitaller 

Family of Saint John 

of God, with the de-

piction of the missing 

piece of a jigsaw 

puzzle. 

The Hospitality of 

Saint John of God is 

something all of us 

have to build up to-

gether,  

Why not by you, too? 
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   365 Testimonies to Hospitality  

To provide testimonies of members of our Hos-

pitaller Family of Saint John of God worldwide, 

we have designed a webpage offering a variety 

of first-hand personal experiences throughout this Hos-

pitaller Vocation Year. 

Every day we are posting the testimony of a Brother, a 

Co-worker or a Volunteer from different corners of the 

Order worldwide to show the wealth of experiences of 

this great Family. 

We believe that this is a wonderful opportunity to make 

known and to study the charism of St John of God, and 

the ways in which it has become embodied across the 

ages in different cultures.  

   Prayers for Vocations  

We have produced specific materials to be 

used each month to offer occasions for prayer, 

bearing in mind the vocational dimension of 

this year.   

We urge you to open up these moments, to invite our 

Co-workers, Volunteers and the Benefactors of your 

Centres to share the vocation to Hospitality which every 

member of the Hospitaller Family has received. May this 

Hospitaller Vocation Year help us to renew our prayer 

lives, and to continue to commit our lives into God’s 

hands.   

   Continuing Formation themes 

The ten Continuing Formation topics we have 

drawn up for this Vocation Year are intended to 

help us once again to discover, and ponder on, 

our call to live Hospitality embodied in our world.   

Reflecting on these Church documents in the community 

is an opportunity for us to share our own life experien-

ces. We want these moments for Continuing Formation 

to help us to move forward in our vocation to Hospitali-

ty, to which each and every one of us has been called.   
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   American Region 

Colombia 

Throughout this Hospitaller Vocation 

Year, the Colombian Province’s Hospita-

ller Vocations Promotion/Pastoral Care 

commission is leading the ‘Expocarisma 

al Aire’ project in different Colombian 

dioceses. The Religious communities are 

presenting the different charisms that 

exist in the Church to young people, 

through games and educational means. 

The aim is to strengthen young people’s 

values. and at the same time motivate 

them to follow Jesus.  

Colombia 

‘Chocolate for the heart’ is one of the 

many activities that the Hospitaller Youth 

Group is performing with more than 150 

people living on the streets. The youth 

group is a platform for fostering oppor-

tunities for young people to share and 

experience the charism of Hospitality 

with the most needy people, in the man-

ner of Saint John of God. In this Hospita-

ller Vocation Year, the activities are tailo-

red to fit in with the theme “Hospitality: 

Come and see!. 

Northern South American Province  

The Northern South American Province is 

promoting the ‘Visit of the Pilgrim Relic: 

following in the footsteps of Saint John 

of God’. Prayers and celebrations are 

being held in people’s houses which ha-

ve relics of Saint John of God, as a source 

of inspiration for growing in Hospitality 

and in caring for our guests. The purpose 

is to spread familiarity with the life and 

history of John of God among young 

people who feel the urge to serve those 

most in need. 

   Asian Region  

The Asia – Pacific Formation House  

Bro. Nevol Anele, a Papua New Guinean, 

came to the Philippines last November 

and became the first member attending 

the programme of the Center for Hospi-

taller Formation which was established 

in Quezon City, Metro Manila by the 

Asia Pacific Commission. The establish-

ment of the Center for Hospitaller For-

mation was an important project initia-

ted during this International Hospitaller 

Vocation Year. 

Bro. Nevol likes gardening, which seems 

to make him happy as a deep lover of 

nature. He is in the preparation stage to 

attend various leadership programmes 

in Manila to be qualified and equipped 

to become a formator/leader in P.N.G. 

in the future. 

The Philippines 

The Hospitaller Brothers and Sisters reg-

ularly organize a youth camp, dubbed 

the Hospitaller Youth Camp (HYCamp), 

for the promotion of the Hospitaller Vo-

cation in the local church. Recently, we 

conducted the HYCamp on an island 

reached after two nights of sea travel. 

 The HYCamp activities last for three 

days, from April 17 to 18, 2015. The voca-

tion camp was attended by 110 young 

men and women. The parish priest and 

people of the island were very grateful 

for our presence, as we gave them new 

hope for living the life of faith in a world 

of change. 

India 

The Indian province has been very active 

during this International Hospitaller Vo-

cation Year. In India, vocations promo-

tion began in December 2014. The Brot-

hers visited various dioceses and parishes 

giving information about our Founder St. 

John of God and his mission of hospitali-

ty. We attended a couple of vocation 

camps and youth camps, and presented 

information about our charism and the 

importance of the vocation of brother-

hood in the Church. This year we will 

begin our aspirancy on June 10th at Poo-

namalle, Chennai. We expect almost 30 

new canditates to join us this year. We 

are very happy that the Good Lord is 

giving us vocations to continue the good 

work of Hospitality handed on to us by 

St. John of God. 

www.ohsjd.org 3 



   European Region 

 

Germany 

In Germany, we have been celebrating 

the Hospitaller Vocation Year by holding 

an open day in our convent. The Supe-

rior of the Algasing House, Brother 

Bernhard Binder, explains how the Hos-

pitaller Order is committed to keeping 

alive the spirit of our Founder St John of 

God in all our centres and how, thanks 

to the support of thousands of lay co-

workers, the Order continues to perform 

its mission to serve the sick, the poor 

and the marginalised, often blazing the 

trail as pioneers, such as by providing 

hospice care for the terminally ill.  

During the Mass inaugurating the 

“Convents Night”, Father Professor Her-

bert Schlögel, a Dominican priest from 

Regensburg, asked the following ques-

tion: "Without Religious, what would be 

missing in the world? What is the ad-

ded-value which the Brothers and Sis-

ters represent?" And his answer was “It 

cannot be their work, because others 

can do it as well. I think that it is rather 

their life in common, centred around 

prayer".  

He went on with his reasoning, and ur-

ged the Brothers and Sisters present at 

the Mass to pursue their commitment: 

"Linking love for God and love for our 

neighbour must be the challenge we 

have to take up. And this is precisely the 

added-value that the Brothers of the 

Order can offer”. 

Spain 

The “Young Hospitaller Easter 2015” - 

Pascua Joven Hospitalaria 2015 - was a 

proposal which we offer every year to 

enable young people to experience the 

mystery of the Easter Triduum through 

an experience of prayer and service. 

This year we celebrated the event at the 

Fundación Instituto San José in Madrid 

with the aim of enabling young people, 

following the motto for Hospitaller Vo-

cation Year “Hospitality: Come and see!”, 

to discover how Jesus lived the whole of 

his life with this outreaching attitude of 

service, and what it means to live Hospi-

tality day by day. 

A group of 30 young people took part, 

and the experience of yet another year 

was deeply enriching and gratifying.  

Portugal 

During this Hospitaller Vocation Year we 

have been able to spread our Hospitaller 

charism to a number of Portuguese 

schools. We have testified to Hospitality 

at the Externado de Benedicta, addres-

sing EMRC students in classes 7 to 12.   

During the celebration of Mission Week 

we bore witness to the life and mission 

of the Brothers of St John of God and the 

Young Hospitallers Movement.  

It is our hope that the seed of Hospitality 

that we have sown will become increa-

singly better known by all these young 

people, and be taken up by them and 

practised in their lives and with the peo-

ple surrounding them. 

Italy 

On February 2, coinciding with the Day 

for Consecrated Life, all the communities 

in our Lombardy-Veneto Province lit this 

lamp to invite to people to carry it to all 

the chapels in our care centres. 

As the General Government reminds us, 

our Province wishes to appeal to all tho-

se who are committed to the service of 

Hospitality in our centres.  

We believe that this is a way of prom-

pting people to reflect, and of appealing 

to the whole Saint John of God Family to 

renew our vocation to Hospitality. 

France 

For Hospitaller Vocation Year, the 
French Province wanted to do some-
thing that would have a very wide-
ranging impact. After examining many 
possibilities it was agreed to design a 
commemorative stamp for the Year. 
We believe that this will help to spread 
familiarity with the Hospitaller Vocati-
on Year within and outside our natio-
nal borders, and at the same time help 
us to keep before our eyes the motto 
that is accompanying us: “Hospitality: 
Come and see!”.  
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   African Region 

Kenya 

Kenya is a country in East Africa borde-

ring on Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, 

Uganda and the Democratic Republic of 

Congo. In Kenya we are also celebrating 

the Hospitaller Vocation Year. Up to 

now, we have visited a large number of 

schools and centres in the diocese to 

publicise this celebration. For that pur-

pose we have set up a vocations promo-

tion group in Nairobi including the Mas-

ter and the Scholastics. We have visited 

a number of parishes and schools and 

we feel that the seed has been sown, 

and trust that God will make the seed 

bear fruit. 

Vocations animators will be visiting the 

diocese of Embu in September and we 

are trying to take part in all the events 

being run in the diocese in Kenya to 

make us more widely known. 

Mozambique 

In Mozambique, we have planned end 

implemented in large number of activi-

ties for Hospitaller Vocation Year, under 

the motto “Hospitality: Come and see!”: 

Prayer to be recited every month 

throughout the year in the community. 

The permanent formation reading every 

Thursday in the community. 

Publication of a vocations leaflet. 

Visits to parishes and community leaders 

by the Brothers. 

Making direct contact with the bishops. 

Distributing programmes of vocational 

activities in various different towns and 

villages. 

Bennin 

One of the great challenges that the Or-

der must come to terms with throughout 

the world, and particularly in Africa, is the 

vocations crisis, which is why the General 

Government has decided to address this 

problem. In Benin, we have designed a 

programme for Hospitaller Vocation Year 

in which all the people responsible for 

Vocations Promotion/Pastoral Care will 

visit every parish in the diocese of Nati-

tingou. 

We will begin in August, at the start of 

the long summer vacation, because that 

is when the students have more free time 

on their hands. Since we could not visit 

all the parishes in December we intend to 

organise a second camp, to achieve a 

larger number of aims. We still have to 

decide on the date and place of the later 

camps. 

   Conclusions                                                                               

2015, the year dedicated to the Hospitaller Vocation, 

has been marked by several providential coinciden-

ces: the Year of Consecrated Life, the closure of the 

Centenary of the Death of Saint Benedict Menni, the 

25th anniversary of the canonisation of St Richard 

Pampuri, and the dawn of the Year of Mercy.  

As you have seen from this newsletter, many activities 

have been taking place in all the Provinces to foster a 

revival of vocations to the Hospitaller Order. 

The closure of the Hospitaller Vocation Year will be 

celebrated on January 20, 2016 throughout the Order. 

For the occasion we shall be holding a meeting of the 

officials responsible for Vocations Promotion/Pastoral 

Care and Formation in Rome, on 18-24 January. 

We congratulate and thank all those who have contri-

buted already and those who will continue to contri-

bute to attaining the objectives of Hospitaller Vocati-

on Year. Let us pray devoutly that the fervour of cele-

brating this Year will not flag.  

Let us work hard, and pray hard to the Lord 

of the Harvest to send labourers into his 

Hospitaller harvest. 
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